
 

 

SANTA ANNA TOWNSHIP 

DEWITT COUNTY 

ILLINOIS 

 

The regular meeting of the Santa Anna Township Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, March 10, 

2020 at 7:00 p.m. The following officials were present: Trustees Marty Kopp, Glenn Reeser, Neil Reeser, 

and Sally Williams; Supervisor Michelle Castle; Clerk Betty Schmidt; Assessor Robert Scarbrough; 

Road Commissioner David Holtz; and Cemetery Trustee Richard Reynolds.  

 

The meeting was called to order and all stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

The minutes of the last regular meeting held on February 11, 2020, were distributed.  Glenn Reeser 

made a motion to approve the minutes as presented with second by Marty Kopp.  Motion carried 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

  

The minutes of the FY21 Budget Planning Work Sessions held on February 18, 2020, were distributed.  

Sally Williams made a motion to approve the minutes as presented with second by Marty Kopp.  Motion 

carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

  

Public Comment – None 

 

Supervisor Report – Michelle Castle reported no new General Assistance inquiries have been received 

since her last report. No new applications were distributed, and none returned for review. No claims are 

in process. One application was approved for assistance and a disbursement was issued. An estimate was 

obtained on the cost to replace the current light fixtures at the Township Hall with LED fixtures. Next 

year’s budget includes an allowance for making some form of lighting updates.  

 
Upcoming dates: 

March 28, 2020 – Education District Program in Bloomington 

March 31, 2020 – End of Fiscal Year20 

April 1, 2020 – Begin Fiscal Year21 

April 1, 2020 – Annual Township Topics Day in Springfield 

April 13, 2020 – Township Budget Hearing at 7 p.m. 

April 13, 2020 – Road & Bridge Budget Hearing at 7:15 p.m. 

April 14, 2020 – Annual Town Meeting at 6:15 p.m. 

April 14, 2020 – Next regular meeting at 7 p.m.    

 

Highway Commissioner – David Holtz reported spring maintenance being made on gravel roads. He 

also stated he had been contacted by farmers asking for waivers on load limits so grain could be hauled 

from bin sites. He asked them to delay hauling for another week. 

 

Assessor’s Report – Robert Scarbrough reported assisting in the completion of many Senior Citizen 

Homestead Exemption and Senior Citizen Assessment Freeze documents.  Office hours have been 

advertised and assistance continues most Saturdays through May 2, 2020. He will be attending a 

seminar being held in Bloomington later this month. Assessor Scarbrough announced he will run in the 

upcoming caucus for assessor and seek reelection next year. 

 

Clerk’s Report – Betty Schmidt reported all four bank account statements dated 2/28/20 had been 

reviewed and compared with the board authorized bill payments. No discrepancies were found.  

 

Cemetery Report – Richard Reynolds discussed the mole problem found at Greenleaf Cemetery. Glenn 

Reeser and Neil Reeser plan to purchase supplies and treat the grounds to remove the rodents. Richard 

Reynolds further stated the area will need to be rolled prior to mowing beginning. Supervisor Castle 

expressed a big “thank you” to Mr. Reynolds for his many years of service as Cemetery Trustee. It was 

further expressed that a review of salaries needs to be made for the Cemetery Trustee positions as well 

as assigned duties of each. 

 

Treasurer’s Report and Approval of Bills – Michelle Castle, Supervisor read the financial reports for 

the Township and Road District accounts. The following bills were presented to all trustees for audit: 

 

CHECK# PAYEE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT

15422 Michelle Castle Budgeting/net payroll 240.35          

15423 Martin Kopp Budget Planning meeting/net payroll 138.52          

15424 Sally Williams Budget Planning meeting/net payroll 138.52          

15425 IL Dept of Revenue Payroll withholding 13.61            

15426 Internal Revenue Service Payroll withholding & tax 88.00            

15427 Dana Bettinger February net payroll 528.52          

15428 Michelle Castle February net payroll 905.19          

15429 David Holtz February net payroll 1,854.25       

15430 Jamey Jo Jean February net payroll 178.46          

15431 Martin Kopp March meeting net payroll 54.45            

15432 Glenn Reeser March meeting net payroll 54.45            
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CHECK# PAYEE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT

15433 Neil Reeser March meeting net payroll 54.45            

15434 Robert Scarbrough February net payroll 1,194.59       

15435 Betty Schmidt February net payroll 302.58          

15436 Sally Williams March meeting net payroll 54.45            

15437 IL Dept of Revenue Payroll withholding 287.82          

15438 Internal Revenue Service Payroll withholding & tax 1,899.30       

15439 Michelle Castle Postage/Office Supply 130.49          

15440 City of Farmer City Utilities 102.49          

15441 Clinton Journal Advertise Mowing Bid Invitation 30.40            

15442 Knight's Environmental Trash Hauling 39.25            

15443 Nicor Gas Utilities 136.53          

15444 Robert Scarbrough February mileage 96.50            

15445 SC Resource Center Food Pantry 100.00          

15446 Township Officials of IL Annual Topics Day registration 75.00            

15447 Township Officials of IL Education District Program Registration 50.00            

15448 Wireless Data Net Phone & Internet 88.45            

CHECK# PAYEE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
15421 City of Farmer City General Assistance claim 250.00          

CHECK# PAYEE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT

22167 Michelle Castle Budgeting/net payroll 240.35          

22168 IL Dept of Revenue Payroll withholding 13.61            

22169 Internal Revenue Service Payroll withholding & tax 42.08            

22170 Terry Holtz February net payroll 943.20          

22171 Lance Spieker February net payroll 443.28          

22172 IL Dept of Revenue Payroll withholding 45.00            

22173 Internal Revenue Service Payroll withholding & tax 377.04          

22174 City of Farmer City Utilities 53.26            

22175 Knight's Environmental Srvc. Trash Hauling 47.75            

22176 Nicor Gas Utilities 136.53          
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The bills were examined and signed by each trustee. Sally Williams made a motion to approve the 

supervisor’s financial reports and pay the bills as presented. Neil Reeser seconded the motion. A roll call 

vote was taken, and the motion carried unanimously.   

 

Unfinished Business:  

 

Discuss FY21 Budget – Highway Commissioner David Holtz reported the Road & Bridge Budget 

proposed for next year has minor changes compared to the current year. There was a discussion at the 

Budget Planning Work Session related to the General Road Fund levy amount compared to projected 

revenues. A portion of the township’s levy for revenues will go directly to the City of Farmer City. 

Contact was made with DeWitt County Clerk Dana Smith to seek how this division of funds is 

calculated. The county clerk stated the calculation is based on the number of parcels in the City of 

Farmer City rather than miles of roadway or percentage and that the Treasury Department oversees 

the formula. For budget planning, the recommendation is to use an amount like last year’s reduction. 

Highway Commissioner Holtz has adjusted the projected revenues accordingly and reduced budgeted 

expenditures to accommodate this decrease. These changes keep the fund balance positive. 

 

Supervisor Michelle Castle reported the Township Budget was fully reviewed at the Budget Planning 

Work Session. Some replacement items included in this budget are interior building lights, dishwasher, 

flagpole, and office laptop computer & printer. The Cemetery Budget includes additional allocations for 

improvements. 

 

Cemetery Trustees -- A discussion resumed relating to the two upcoming vacancies on the Cemetery 

Board. Michelle Castle made a motion to appoint David Trenkle to fill the Cemetery Trustee position 

being vacated by Robert Ruckman beginning April 1, 2020 with an end date of March 31, 2021. Marty 

Kopp seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion carried unanimously.   

 

Michelle Castle made a motion to appoint Carlos Burton to fill the Cemetery Trustee position being 

vacated by Richard Reynolds beginning April 1, 2020 with an end date of March 31, 2025. Neil Reeser 

seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion carried unanimously.   

 

SHOW BUS – After some discussion and the need of additional ridership information, it was decided to 

table the SHOW BUS Donation conversation until the April meeting.  

 

New Business:   

 

Cemetery Mowing Bids -- Clerk Betty Schmidt opened each of the five sealed mowing bids received for 

the 2020 mowing season and read each quote for mowing the Greenleaf Cemetery, Campground 

Cemetery, and Township Hall properties as submitted by: Herald's Lawn Care  & Property 

Management; Z Mowing, Yard Work and More; JT's Lawn Care; Harper Lawn Care; and Fundi Lawn 

Care & Landscaping. The bids submitted are as follows: 
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Certificate of 

Liability 

Insurance

Greenleaf Cemetery with 

~1.3 Acres
Campground Cemetery

Greenleaf Cemetery 

without ~1.3 Acres
Township Hall

Bid #1 Yes $850 per trip/Both Greenleaf Cemetery & Campground Cemetery No bid included in submission No bid included in submission

Bid #2 No $200 $150 No bid included in submission $20

Bid #3 Yes $175 $160 $155 $25

Bid #4 Yes $190 $170 No bid included in submission Included with other cemetery bids

Maintain height 3"; trim headstones 

2x month; clean up garbage, debris, 

branches  

Maintain height 3"; trim headstones 

2x month; clean up garbage, debris, 

branches  

Bid #5 Yes $180 $165 $150 Free with bid contract

Herald's Lawn Care  & 

Property Management

Z Mowing, Yard Work and 

More

Harper Lawn Care

Fundi Lawn Care & 

Landscaping

JT's Lawn Care

 
 

Award Cemetery Mowing -- After review and comparison of these bids, Neil Reeser moved to accept bid 

#5 as offered and contract Fundi Lawn Care & Landscaping for the 2020 mowing season. Michelle 

Castle seconded.  A roll call vote was taken, and the motion carried unanimously.   

 

Annual Town Meeting Agenda -- The proposed agenda for the Annual Town meeting being held on 

April 14, 2020 was distributed.  After review, Sally Williams made a motion to adopt the agenda as 

presented. Marty Kopp seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken, and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

More discussion is needed regarding the lights being replaced in the Township Hall. The Trustees would 

like to add this as an agenda item for the next meeting. Specs should be prepared for this project. Also, 

the ceilings may need some repairs and fresh paint. 

 

Adjournment: There being no further business to conduct, Michelle Castle moved to adjourn. Glenn 

Reeser seconded the motion.  After a roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously.   

    

Time of Adjournment:  8:16 p.m.  

Betty Schmidt, Township Clerk 3/10/2020 

 

 

 


